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What is a Parklet? 

A parklet is a public open space that is available for outdoor seating for 

dining or recreational use, parking for bikes, and enhancing the urban 

landscape of downtown area where the environment minimally integrated 

within the city to make it more aesthetically pleasing. This would be an 

economical solution to create more public spaces for citizens and visiting 

tourists. The parklet projects are privately funded and maintained (different 

word) by surrounding businesses, residents, and organizations to make a 

community that is open and friendly to all. The birthplace of the parklet 

program was birthed in the city of San Francisco in 2010 and since then has 

installed over forty parklets as of 2013 and steadily increasing the numbers. 

Other cities throughout the nation have created their own parklet systems 

and the concept has spread itself internationally in other countries. The hope 

for parklets is to increase foot traffic for local business and promote live and 

vibrant communities throughout the world when it times it may seem fast 

paced and passive; allows people to take a little time out of their hectic days 

and take the opportunity to absorb the beauty of life. It also supports 

reducing human’s carbon footprints to promote more walking and living a 

healthy and sustainable lifestyle. 

 

Goals of Parklets: 

1. The Design : A parklets design is proposed by the applicant who 

would like to create the project and may take the input of other locals 

in the communal area. One of the primary focuses of the design would 

be its structure to be built with recycled and/or renewable resources. A 
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mandatory component of each design is it must include some various 

form of seating, easy access and parking for sustainable vehicles 

(bikes, etc.), and water efficient landscaping.  

2. Funding of Project : Funding will be provided privately by the 

applicant(s) as well as through donations from the community and 

other local businesses. The projects may also be paid by partnerships 

with the local business for other vendors to provide products in the 

shops at a free or reduced rate, promoting connection and community 

locally.  

3. Maintenance: All projects will be well-kept and maintained by all 

applicants involved in supporting the parklet and responsible for 

renewal fees, and daily maintenance such as cleaning areas for 

seating, watering plants, sweeping, and whatever else that may be 

required. 

Parklet Process 

1. Parklet Manual: a new parklet manual version has been released in 
2015. To view click here 
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2. Parklet O’ Matic: 

 
 

Social Impacts 

The parklet program has gathered many concerns, both positive and 

negative, and the social impacts these public open spaces may have on the 

neighborhood businesses. Lets focus on the potential positive impacts that 

parklets have the ability of bringing to urban city areas. A biophilia 

connection between people and the environment is greatly lacking and at 

times almost non-existent in a downtown environment. Many of the trees 

and plant have been removed in order to construct buildings and businesses 

to help the city thrive with wealth and a more satisfying lifestyle. But this 

comes at the cost of eliminating animals from their natural habitats and 

forced to migrate to areas that are undisturbed or less disturbed by the 

hands of humans. The ousting of nature has created a disconnect with 
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humans and the environment that many people fully believe we are the 

prime specie in the world and do not need to depend on other organisms for 

survival. That is indeed false. In fact the environment and the biosphere that 

it creates allows organisms of all shapes and size to thrive happily, including 

us the homoerectus. Plant life releases oxygen into the atmosphere, humans 

consume the oxygen  through our lungs and oxidized our blood to pump life 

into our bodies, then we excrete carbon dioxide back into the atmosphere, 

which then plants consume to turn into oxygen. The cycle repeats and life 

continues to exist. It is crucial that with our current state globally that we do 

as much as we can to improve the health of people, the environment, other 

organic species, and the planet, even if it by simply adding a few more 

plants and trees within our urban environments. 

Another positive social impact is that it will promote a healthier lifestyle for 

our own bodies, while reducing the carbon footprint and pollution that we 

omit in the atmosphere. One of the primary ways this may happen is will 

reduce the amount of driving we do in the city by taking up a few parking 

spaces in order to create the project itself. Then in turn citizens will have to 

rely on a more sustainable form of transportation such as walking, biking, 

tram, and other forms of public transportation; but the hope is for more 

walking and biking. If city dwellers are concerned about parking and locking 

up their bikes, if they do decide to use this mode of travel, bike racks are 

available at the parklets for all people to use and park. The reduced use of 

motorized vehicles will limit the amount of harmful air pollutants and 

greenhouse gases that are discharged, negatively affecting air quality. 

A benefactor of the parklets can contribute to is the community. In most 

high density cities, the citizens are so caught up in the moment with work 

schedules, family matters, and other stressful factors that at times we feel 
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disassociated with our environment and neighbors. The public space can 

serve as a spot to hang out or meet a group of friends before they partake in 

their festivities. It will also establish closer relations with local business who 

partake in the development of the parklets, creating friendships as well as 

professional kinship in the neighborhood commerce. Another very critical 

relationship that will be the most difficult to forge is the acceptance and 

willingness people will have to open their arms and hearts to the homeless. 

Although it shouldn't be a problem as homeless are technically citizens and 

should be treated the same as equals as everyone else. No man or women 

should feel lesser than any other person. Majority of people, not all, do not 

treat the homeless population kindly and respectful as equals. This is 

something that should be changed and fast. Hopefully the parklets will be a 

key element in changing the attitude towards this group who are identified 

as outcasts. With the positive potential, there also comes the negatives. 

Some of the major concerns that come from the community is pedestrian 

safety and the possibility that the parklets may become a hot spot area that 

would promote illegal activity. Pedestrian safety can be affected because of 

the constant flow of traffic from motor vehicles. To avoid the possibilities of 

car accidents that could be harmful or worst fatal, there will be a maximum 

speed limit of 25 mph and speed bumps or humps, so that it eliminates the 

chances of someone to be hit. Another alternative to prevent further 

incidents, it will be mandatory that no parklet will be within two parking 

spaces of a corner. This is to neutralize the threat that a car may 

accidentally turn to far and crash into the parklet structure. The last 

measure and safety net is to build a guard rail to act as a barrier between 

the parklet and vehicle inhabited, busy streets. 
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Economic Impacts 

The parklet program has the possibility to create a generous and favorable 

economic outcomes by promoting local businesses and generating an arise 

of sales. More foot traffic from pedestrians should give these local shops 

more walk ins and customers coming in and out of their doors. In some 

studies the stores that did take the surveys recognized and reported an 

increase in their sales. Another source of revenue comes from the parklets 

themselves. To create a parklet one must apply for it and once approved, 

pay fee to produce it, and pay a renewal fee for the lease (if applicable 

depending on the city policies). There is also the opposite and the city may 

lose income due to the removal of parking spaces and the revenue from the 

parking meters to pay and occupy the stalls. This only applies if the streets 

do have the meters.   



 7 

 
 

  

Arizona 
 



 8 

 
Phoenix 

 
 
Shine Coffee at 10 W. Vernon Ave. in Phoenix. This 
was Phoenix’s first parklet and was built on private 
land therefore is not regulated under the Phoenix’s 
Parklet Policy. 1  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Phoenix Parklet Program has two options for applicants: open seating for the 
public, or private seating controlled by the business and used for serving food and 
non-alcoholic beverages only. Parklets will only be allowed in the Phoenix 
Downtown Code area and Grand Avenue frontage from Van Buren Street to 
Roosevelt Street, within the public right-of-way. This is the link to the parklet 
program: https://www.phoenix.gov/pdd/services/parklet-program 

  
Phoenix’s first pilot parklet under their policy was 
built in 2013 at Matt’s Big Breakfast restaurant 
located at 825 N. First Street. 2 
  

                                                
1http://blogs.phoenixnewtimes.com/bella/2013/04/shine_coffee_phoenix_downtown_new_space_living_room_lary
n_blok.php 
2http://www.azcentral.com/story/news/local/phoenix/2014/06/13/parklets-might-take-phoenix-streets/10421355/ 
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California 
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Berkeley 

 
3 year pilot program started in July 2013. 3 Parklets under development. 3 

 
 
Berkeley’s first parklet is 
located at the Cheeseboard 
Pizza Collective at 1520 
Shattuck Ave. It was 
opened in August 2014. The 
tables and benches were 
made using reclaimed wood 
from the Cal Memorial 
Stadium.4 
 
 

 
 
 
This one will be placed in front of Guerrilla Cafe and 
Philz Coffee at 1600 and 1620 Shattuck Ave. 
Taking up two parallel parking spaces. Successfully 
raised $15,054 by July 28, 2014 to build a parklet 
on Shattuck Ave.5 
 
 

 
 
 
This one will be in front of Masse’s Pastries 
and Saul’s Restaurant at 1475 and 1469 
Shattuck Ave. Taking up 3 diagonal parking 
spaces. 
  
 

 

                                                
3 http://cdn.localon.com/upload-5401506750731312750.pdf 
4http://www.berkeleyside.com/2014/08/12/berkeleys-first-parklet-opens-in-the-
gourmet-ghetto/ 
5http://www.berkeleyside.com/2015/01/14/sauls-owner-applies-to-build-a-parklet-
in-front-of-deli/ 
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Huntington Park 
 

The city has set aside a $60,000 budget for parklet development as part of a 
revitalization plan. They hope to build 4 parklets each with a 15,000 dollar budget.  

 
The first was opened on April 17, 
2014 and is located at 6706 Pacific 
Boulevard in front of Tierra Mia, a 
specialty Latin American coffee 
shop. It takes up 3 diagonal 
parking spots.6 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
Second parklet built in front of 
Dino’s.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

They have now built all four of their original planned parklets and plan to build 3 
more.7 
 

 
                                                
6 http://la.streetsblog.org/2014/06/13/former-huntington-park-parking-now-a-popular-parklet-more-on-way/ 
7 http://la.streetsblog.org/2015/02/17/eyes-on-the-street-huntington-park-building-its-fourth-parklet/ 
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Long Beach 
 

Long Beach currently has three pilot parklets that are each owned and maintained 
by the businesses they are in front of. Unlike most parklet programs the parklets in 
Long Beach are not considered public space and are to be used by patrons of the 
businesses. 

 
 
The first parklet was opened in 
January 2012 in front of Lola’s 
Mexican Cuisine at 2030 E 4th 
St.8 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Number Nine noodle cafe was 
the next to open their parklet. 
Also located on 4th street at 
2118 E 4th St.9 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                
8 http://www.laweekly.com/arts/southern-californias-first-parklet-asks-the-question-what-is-a-park-really-
2372382 
9 http://forum.skyscraperpage.com/showthread.php?t=36914&page=92 
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In April 2012 Berlin Cafe 
opened their parklet 
located at 420 E 4th St.10 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
The most recent edition to Long 
Beach’s parklets, opened in 
March of 2014, is at the At Last 
Cafe at 204 Orange Avenue. This 
parklet includes a sidewalk 
extension/bulb-out and a 
bioswale garden.11 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  

                                                
10 http://www.pps.org/blog/gazelles-the-art-of-placemaking/ 
11 http://www.studio-111blog.com/at-last-cafe-opening-contributing-to-the-urban-face-of-downtown-long-beach/ 
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Los Angeles 

 
Los Angeles has become very involved the parklet movement. They have created 
their own parklet program and manual. People St. is a program developed by the 
Los Angeles Department of Transportation (LADOT) in collaboration with the Los 
Angeles Departments of Public Works and City Planning to revive neighborhoods 
across our Los Angeles. This is the manual created in Spring 2014: 
http://peoplest.lacity.org/app_material/PeopleSt_ParkletAppManual.pdf 
Many other partners, sponsors, and designers have come together to build these 
parklets below. 
 
Spring Street Parklets 

 
Location(s): 639 S. Spring 
St and 615 S. Spring St in 
Downtown Los Angeles 
Installed February 7th 
201312 
 
 
 
 
 

York Boulevard Parklet 
 
 
Location: 5040 York Blvd 
Installed February 7th 
201313 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

                                                
12 http://peoplest.lacity.org/portfolio/spring-street-parklets/ 
13 http://peoplest.lacity.org/highland-park-york-boulevard-parklet-grand/ 



 15 

 
El Serano Parklet 

 
Location: 4910 Huntington Dr 
North 
Installed February 16th 201314 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
These four have already already approved and will be built in 2015: 
Palisades Parklet 

Location: 15231 La Cruz Dr in Pacific 
Motor Avenue Parklet 

Location: 3272 and 3370 Motor Avenue in Palms 
South Park BID Parklet 

Location: 1111 Hope Street in South Park 
  

                                                
14 http://peoplest.lacity.org/huntington-parklet-grand-opening/ 
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Morro Bay 

 
In January 2015 Morro Bay opened their first “test” parklet in front of Top Dog 
Coffee Bar at 875 Main St. The parklet takes up two parking spaces and was made 
mostly using recycled materials such as leftover boardwalk and planters from 
around town. If the parklet proves to be successful the city will consider planning 
an actual program.15 

 
 
  

                                                
15 http://www.sanluisobispo.com/2015/01/14/3442310/morro-bay-parklet-pilot-program.html 
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Nevada City 
 

The 8x60 square ft. Nevada City Boardwalk/Parklet can be found on Commercial 
Street and repurposes 3 parking spaces. Originally it was a two-year test pilot that 
was installed August 29th, 2011. It is a partnership between the Nevada City 
Sustainability Team members, Nevada City Public Works, and surrounding 
businesses and Boardwalk regulars, and was installed. 15 nearby storefronts benefit 
and support the parklet. Give-O-Meters are old parking meters that were left next 
to the parklet. The money put into these meters is used to help fund and maintain 
the parklet. Many materials were donated or salvaged and recycled.1617 

 
  

                                                
16 http://nevadacityboardwalk.com/tags/parklet 
17 http://yubanet.com/regional/Nevada-City-Commercial-Street-Boardwalk-Installed.php#.VPjXeVPF-5I 
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Oakland 

 
Oakland’s Pilot Parklet Program already has 3 parklets built and 1 parklet waiting to 
be constructed since the beginning of the program in 2012. They have now 
extended the program into 2015 and have 16 applications for new parklets 
throughout 4 of their 6 districts.  

 
Oakland’s first parklet 
was completed on 
September 21, 2012 at 
33 Grand Avenue in front 
of Farley’s East.18 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Oakland’s second parklet is located at 421 40th Street sponsored by Manifesto 
Bicycles and Subrosa Coffee. It was opened on November 3, 2012.19 
 
 
 

                                                
18 http://www.baycrossings.com/dispnews.php?id=2890 
19 https://www.facebook.com/pages/40th-Street-Parklet/301786819834829 
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The newest parklet in Oakland was opened on July 1, 2014 at 473-477 25th Street. 
It is in front of the Manna Gallery.20 
 

 
  

                                                
20 http://ec2-54-235-79-104.compute-
1.amazonaws.com/Government/o/PBN/OurOrganization/PlanningZoning/OAK034118.htm 
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San Diego 

San Diego’s first parklet was installed in North Park on August 23, 2013 in front of 
Caffé Calabria at 3933 30th Street.21  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
This parklet can be found in front of the Live Wire 
bar and Mama’s Bakery & Lebanese Deli near the 
intersection of Alabama Street and El Cajon 
Boulevard in University Heights. It was built in late 
2014.22 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Many more parklets have been proposed for different neighborhoods in San Diego. 
There has also been a “mobile parklet” design competition for parklets that could 
travel to different locations throughout the city. The city is still working out their 
parklet program. The parklets currently installed are under the pilot program.  

                                                
21 http://www.sandiegoreader.com/news/2013/aug/27/stringers-north-park-coffee-calabria-parklet/# 
22 http://www.sdcitybeat.com/sandiego/article-13471-parklets-and-pop-ups.html 



 21 

San Ramon 
 

The only parklet currently in San Ramon is in Bishop Ranch, an district of San 
Ramon. It is named the Bartlett Parklet after the orchards that used to be located in 
Bishop Ranch. This parklet is made out of a “drop down” trailer and is intended to 
be mobile and travels to various locations within San Ramon. Bishop Ranch, which 
is primarily a corporate setting, held a contest for different offices to design 
parklets for their campus. The “Bartlett Parklet” was the winner and the employees 
helped to build it. In addition to seating and bike parking it features a responsible 
waste station, solar-powered outlet and sound system to connect your ipod/phone 
to, (Bartlett) pear trees, and a bird house.23 

 
  

                                                
23 http://land8.com/profiles/blogs/bartlett-parklet-bishop-ranch-san-ramon 
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San Francisco 

 
San Francisco is the birthplace and origin of the parklet concept back in 2005. 
There are now more than 50 permanently installed in the city. This idea of creating 
an extension of a sidewalk as a public park was created by ReBar, a local San 
Francisco art studio. Their first pilot parklet was open for just two hours and is 
credited with launching PARK(ing) Day.PARK(ing) Day is now a worldwide annual 
event on the third Friday of September during which anyone can create a one-day 
parklet. The enormous success of PARK(ing) Day led San Francisco planners to 
consider parklets that would last an entire summer or even longer, and the city 
adopted a formal “Pavement to Parks” program in 2009. Since then there has 
been an increase popularity of parklets with many cities across the nation, and 
even countries around the globe, adopting the parklets. Here is a map of the 
parklets today in San Francisco and a few examples:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parklet hosted by  D'urso Italian 
Delicatessen, South of the 
Market district near AT&T park; 
it was built in September of 
2012.  
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This parklet is hosted by Cafe 
Greco and actually designed by 
the original founders of the 
parklet project, ReBar, and built 
in 2010. 24 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This parklet is hosted by 
Simple Pleasures Cafe in 
the outer Richmond 
neighborhood of SF and 
was built in 2014. 
Address: 3434 Balboa St, 
San Francisco, CA 94121 
and design and build by 
Ron Stanford at Step 3 
Studio, Planting design 
by Tina Calloway at 
Urban Farm Girls.  
 

 

 

 
 
  

                                                
24 Photo courtesy by SF Streetsblog 
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Florida 
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Fort Lauderdale 

 
This Parklet at 1235 E. Las Olas Blvd. in Fort Lauderdale takes up two parking 
spaces in front of Gran Forno Bakery. It was originally part of the pilot program 
which was launched in 2013 and has helped the program become permanent.2526 
 
 
 
 
  

                                                
25 http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/fort-lauderdale/fl-esb-parklet-0101-20150105-story.html 
26 https://plus.google.com/+EvooMarketFortLauderdale/posts/iFR4eEWemV7 
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West Palm Beach 
 

Local artists from West Palm Beach transformed this parking space into a parklet in 
December 2014 at Rocco’s Tacos, 224 Clematis St. This parklet is removable and 
stayed at this location for a month. It has now moved to other locations including 
Le Rendezvous restaurant at 221 Clematis and to 412 N. Clematis, near Centennial 
Square.2728 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  

                                                
27 http://westpalmbeat.blog.palmbeachpost.com/2014/12/12/parklets-set-up-in-downtown-west-palm-beach/ 
28 http://quickpulse.blog.palmbeachpost.com/2014/12/11/tiny-movable-park-opens-in-downtown-west-palm-
beach/ 
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Hawaii 
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Honolulu 

 
In the Kaka’ako neighborhood of Honolulu and provided efforts by Kamehameha 
Schools, the city of Honolulu, and private merchants help create and install Hawaii’s 
two first parklets right next to each other. The parklets are on Coral Street in front 
of Hank’s Haute Dog stand. The parklets were designed by INK Architects and the 9 
x 22 ft parklet materials consist of recycled metal roll up doors, reclaimed wood, 
and a recycled gabion cage planter. 
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Illinois 
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Chicago 

 
In the area of 2959 N. Lincoln Ave in 
Lakeview in front of Heritage Bicycles 2 
parking spaces were converted to a parklet 
in August 2012. It has wood flooring, metal 
seating and chairs, metal fencing and 
decorative planters. Officially they are 
referred to as “people spots” by the city of 
Chicago.29 
 
 
 
 

 
 
In front of Akira and Gus Giordano Dance School a parklet was built in August 
2012. It uses 2 parking spaces and is located at the intersection of Clark St and 
Farragut Ave in Andersonville. This parklet includes an herb garden, recycled 
materials, built in wooden seating, bike parking and a slanted grass wall for 
lounging. The parklet was designed by Moss Design and funding came from the 
community, a Kickstarter campaign and the Anderson Development Corporation (a 
local nonprofit).30 

 
 
 
                                                
29http://gridchicago.com/2012/parking-space-party-celebrating-chicagos-first-permanent-parklet/ 
30http://inhabitat.com/andersonville-parklet-is-chicagos-first-permanent-parking-space-urban-oasis/andersonville-
parklet-moss-design-1/ 
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Two more parklets (each 1 parking space long) are located on 1060 East 47th Street 
and  643 East 47th Street in Bronzeville. They were completed in September 2013 
and were paid for by the nonprofit Quad Communities Development. Both parking 
spaces are made of wood with metal seating and chairs with planters on the outer 
fencing. 
 

In front of El Nuevo Mexican Restaurant 
and Osteria De Pizza Metro are 2 parklets 
converted from 1 loading zone and a 
parking space; and 2 parking spaces. They 
are located on 2914 N Clark and 2861 N 
Clark. Completed in July 2014, these 
parklets were both funded by the SSA. Both 
are surrounded by decorative planters. El 
Nuevo’s had silver, elongated rectangle 
planters which provide fencing while Osteria 
had red and black cylinder planters. Inside 
each parklet is metal seating for patrons of 
both restaurants.31 

 
 
Located on the corner of Clark and Olive 
in Andersonville, in front of the Coffee 
Studio Café and Piatto Pronto Deli is 
another parklet. It was made in 
September 2014 from 2 parking spaces. 
This parklet was funded by a Kickstarter 
campaign, local businesses and the SSA 
(local special services area).32 

 
 
During September 2014 on Southport and Addison 
in Lakeview, a parklet was born. It only takes 1 
parking space. The extension of the sidewalk has 
freeform seating and grey geometric planters for 
people to sit on and look at.33  

                                                
31 http://chi.streetsblog.org/tag/people-spots/ 
32http://chi.streetsblog.org/2014/04/25/people-spots-return-to-andersonville-a-people-street-may-be-coming/ 
33

 http://chi.streetsblog.org/tag/people-spots/ 
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Evanston 
 

 
 
Jeanie Petrick of Evanston’s Petrick 
Architecture and Scott Simpson 
Builders designed the parklet. It is in 
front of the restaurant Hewn on 810 
Dempster St. The parklet was made 
from salvaged and reclaimed materials 
from inside the restaurant. The 
planters were filled with native plants 
and edible herbs. The structure is 
wheelchair accessible and includes a 
bike rack. It is removed during the 
winter months when foot traffic is low 
and the parking spot is more needed.34 

 
 
  

                                                
34 http://www.petrickarchitecture.com/parklet/ 
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Louisiana 
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Lafayette 

 
Lafayette’s Parklet Project was launched in May 2014 and contains one parklet 
found at 735 Jefferson Street. It is in close proximity to Anne's Table, a "healthy 
gourmet" restaurant, as well as Carpe Diem! Gelato-Espresso Bar.35 
 
 
 
 

  

                                                
35 http://theind.com/article-17277-here's-the-new-downtown-parklet.html 
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Massachusetts 



 36 

Boston 
 

In 2013 the city of Boston erected its first official parklets. This start had an 
underwhelming response, and was even fought by some citizens. When first built, 
parkets were places in less busy areas of the city and citizens were unsure if they 
were allowed to sit in them. Through other initiatives in 2014 newer parklets have 
been received with much more gusto throughout the city and have been 
strategically placed in front of thriving businesses. Boston’s Parkolation Project 
sprouted the ideas of parklets for businesses and citizens around the city. 

 
 
In the summer of 2014 a team of 
volunteers erected in front of the 
restaurant Mei Mei. This particular 
parklet features seating, greenery, a 
solar-powered cell phone-charging 
station, and bike parking. It was 
designed by volunteers from Boston 
Architectural College.36 

 
 

 
 
This parklet in Boston’s Jamaica 
Plain was placed at 351 Centre St. in 
Hyde Square. This wooden, stylized 
parklet was created in the summer 
of 2013. It uses 2 parking spaces 
and was one of the first built in the 
city. It was funded by the city and 
belongs to no particular business so 
it is always open to the public.37 
 
 
 
  

                                                
36http://www.bostonglobe.com/lifestyle/2014/07/14/parklet-rises-boston/6R0DwaikXFFpgILJ6trzGL/story.html 
37http://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2013/11/17/parklets-soon-pack-for-winter-after-uninspiring-inaugural-
season/gTJfE5n4qbDA97pOPmQaJI/story.html 



 37 

 
Lexington 

 
In June 2013, Lexington’s first parklet was unveiled in front of Ride Studio Café. It 
has also been credited as the first parklet in the entire state of Massachusetts. This 
parklet takes up two parking spaces in front of 1720 Mass Ave and fills the space 
with public seating and bike corrals. The bike parking can accommodate up to 20 
bicycles and seating for a dozen people.38 

 
 
  

                                                
38 http://patch.com/massachusetts/lexington/a-parklet-grows-in-lexington 
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Michigan 
 



 39 

 
Grand Rapids 

 
On Iona Ave, in front of Grand Rapids Brewing Co two parking spaces were 
converted to a parklet in August 2014. Another 2 parklets located at 53 Commerce 
Ave and Ionia Avenue SW were constructed in August 2014. The first is located in 
front of Stella’s Lounge and the other is in front of McFadden’s Restaurant and 
Saloon. All three locations are owned by Barfly Ventures. Each patio has 5 tables 
and enough space for 25 people. The parklets are all identical with removable 
flooring, metal tables and seating and umbrellas.39 
 

 
 
 
 
  

                                                
39http://www.mlive.com/business/west-michigan/index.ssf/2014/08/2_of_3_barfly_parklets_in_gran.html 
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Minnesota 



 41 

 
Minneapolis 

 
In 2014 a pilot parklet program worth $75,000 was funded by the city. These 
parklets were only temporary and were disassembled for the winter of 2014. There 
were three locations for the parklets: 2007 Emerson Avenue N - hosted by 
Juxtaposition Arts & Urban Homeworks, 212 3rd Avenue N - hosted by Martin 
Patrick 3 & Transwestern at Colonial Warehouse, and 2451 Nicollet Avenue S - 
hosted by Spyhouse Coffee. The parklet displayed below is from Juxtaposition.40 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  

                                                
40 http://www.minneapolismn.gov/pedestrian/WCMS1P-130301 
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Missouri 



 43 

Kansas City 
 

Ther “Crossroads Parklet” is Kansas City’s first parklet. It was opened on June 7th 
2013 and was originally placed in front of YJ’s Snack Bar at Eighteenth and 
Wyandotte. The parklet stayed in place throughout summer and resides in a new 
location each summer.41 
 

 
 

 
  

                                                
41 https://crossroadsparklet.wordpress.com/about/ 



 44 

 

New Mexico 
 



 45 

 
Albuquerque 

 
The first parklet was built in December 2014 in front of Zendo Art Bar in downtown 
Albuquerque at 413 2nd Street as part of a 60 day trial project to “test the waters.” 
The parklet takes up one parking space and has remained up past the 60 day trial 
period.4243 

 
 
 

  

                                                
42 http://www.kob.com/article/stories/s3527027.shtml#.VS860hPF-5I 
43 https://instagram.com/zendo413/ 
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Santa Fe 

 
Santa Fe’s first parklet was unveiled on November 17th, 2014. It was the first of 
three planned mobile parklets that are designed to encourage walkability on St. 
Michael’s Drive in Santa Fe. This parklet has been named the “Love Transfer 
Station.” It was built out of a recycled dumpster and has a heart-shaped water 
cistern that can collect rain water and irrigate the plants.44 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                
44 http://www.santafe.com/article/pnm-resources-foundations-power-up-grant-funds-the-love-transfer-station 
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New Jersey 

New Jersey 
 



 48 

Collingswood 
 

This special parklet moves locations every month in the downtown area of 
Collingswood, New Jersey. It takes up 1 parking spot and was erected in June 
2014. The composition of wooden seating and metal fencing make it durable and 
aesthetically pleasing for multiple locations throughout the area.45 
 

 
 
 
  

                                                
45http://theretrospect.com/parklet-debut-thursday-in-collingswood-p4005-171.htm 



 49 

 
   

New York 



 50 

New York City 
 

The city of New York is known for many things including its pedestrian friendly 
spaces in its congested areas. In 2009 New York City took the idea of the parklet to 
the next level by converting large street spaces into pedestrian-only plazas. The 
City has officially coined the term “street seat” as an alternative to the “parklet”. 
Since parklets have proven to be integral for the city here is a link to an evaluation 
of the success of New York City’s 2011 pilot program: 
http://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/downloads/pdf/2014_eval_rpt_sm.pdf 
The application and guidelines are all included in this link: 
http://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/downloads/pdf/2014_maintenance_agreement_street
_seats_standard_class.pdf 
 

This is an example of a parklet 
on 57th street in West Side 
Manhattan. The cement planters 
and seating make it a 
permanent structure but the 
portable tables and chairs can 
be taken in by adjacent 
businesses at the end of the 
day. This parklet extends 
through the length of the entire 
block and includes bicycle 
lanes.46 

 
 
 

 
  

                                                
46 http://designapplause.com/2012/a-nod-to-the-parklet/31589/ 
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North Carolina 



 52 

 
Ashville 

 
On 165 Merrimon Ave a parklet is located in front of Hip Replacements Boutique 
and Izzy’s Coffee Den. It is 2 parking spaces long. Though the construction took 
some time it was completed in September 2012. It has a simple construction of 
wood flooring, curb level planters and metal/wood fencing. The fencing is minimal 
so that cars can easily see around it but patrons are still shielded by the traffic 
because of the plants. It was built by OPEN (Outreach Projects Engaging 
Neighborhoods) and through donations by the community.47 
 

 
 
 

 
 

  

                                                
47 https://www.indiegogo.com/projects/open-s-lexington-parklet 



 53 

 
Raleigh 

 
At 19 West Hargett Street in front of and funded by Deco Raleigh, 2 parking spaces 
were converted into a parklet in Spring 2015. It used wood flooring, cement and 
metal seating and metal planters to create the public space. This parklet was 
designed by the NC State College of Design.48 
 

 
 
 
  

                                                
48 http://www.wral.com/raleigh-s-first-parklet-nears-completion/14395911/ 



 54 

 
 
 

  

Ohio 



 55 

 
Columbus 

 
This parklet was previously in front of Dirty Frank’s Hot Dog Palaceon 248 South 4th 
Street. It took up 1 parking space and was present only in the fall of 2014 for 1 
month. This particular design exemplifies how a space can be created for much 
community involvement and interaction. Columbus, Ohio has launched parklet 
projects where members of the public are designing parklets for interested 
businesses and getting them approved by local government.49 
 

 
 
  

                                                
49 https://cbuscyclechic.wordpress.com/category/open-streets/ 
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  Oregon 



 57 

 
Portland 

 
In 2013 Portland Oregon began an unsuccessful pilot program. It has parklets in 
front of local businesses but citizens lobbied for them to be taken away in favor of 
space for cars. Today this desire to get rid of parkets has subsided and parklets 
have been reintroduced around the city. 

  
 
 
This parklet was built in September 
2013 for the Mission Pizza Pub that it 
resided outside of in 3552 N Mississippi 
Ave. It took up 2 parking spaces and 
was designed to look like the pub it 
belonged to. It was one of the parklets 
removed from the city at the end of the 
pilot parklet program.50 
 
 
 

Portland has proposed its third parklet in SoMa eco district, on Southwest 4th 
Avenue. There are already many food carts in the area so this wooden parklet 
would provide necessary seating for patrons of those establishments. Though this 
parklet is still in the process of being funded through the efforts of students at 
Portland State University, it is on its way for the community.51 
 
 
The official proposal for this parklet is included in the link here: 
http://www.portlandoregon.gov/transportation/index.cfm?&a=486622 
  
 
   

                                                
50 http://www.planetizen.com/node/61933 
51http://www.communitycommons.org/sapolicies/portland-state-university-students-develop-plans-for-a-local-
parklet/ 



 58 

  

Pennsylvania 



 59 

 
Philadelphia 

 
The city policy for parklets is in the following link: 
http://nacto.org/docs/usdg/parklet_guidelines_mayor_office_philly.pdf 

  
 
On 261 S. 44th Street (University City 
District) in front of Honest Tom’s Tacos and 
Lil’ Pop Shop, 2 parking spaces were 
converted in 2011into Philidelphia’s first 
parklet. It is made of wood with metal 
fencing, planters and seating to create a 
parklet easily removable in the winter 
months.52 

In front of Logan Free Library at 5201 
Old York Road create another parklet. In 
2012 two parking spaces made a parklet 
composed mostly of wood. This space 
hosts multiple community events such as 
movie night and picnics. It was funded 
by the Mayor’s Office of Transportation 
and Utilities.53 

 
In 2014 several one space parking spots 
were turned into parklets. These four 
parklets are located at: 4239 Baltimore Ave 
(In front of Green Line Cafe), 810 S. 47th 
Street (In front of Fu-Wah Market), 4903 
Catharine Street (In front of Little Baby's Ice 
Cream and Hibiscus Cafe), and 4040 Locust 
Street (In front of Ramen Bar). All of these 

parklets were funded and completed by the MOTU (Mayor’s Office of Transportation 
and Utilities). During the winter they are installed by the city in April and remain 
through October where they are then removed until the following year.54 

                                                
52http://www.ocfrealty.com/naked-philly/university-city/another-west-philly-parklet-appears 
53 http://logancdc.org/key-programs/logan-parklet/ 
54 http://www.westphillylocal.com/2013/05/15/more-parklets-popping-up-in-west-philly/ 
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 Rhode Island  

Rhode Island 



 61 

 
Providence 

 
Outside of the Brown Bookstore at 257 Thayer St a parklet was made in May 2014. 
It uses 1 ½ parking spaces. The parklet was funded through the city and private 
donations by local businesses. It was sponsored by Pop Up Providence and designed 
by Orion Red.55 

 
 
 
 
  

                                                
55 http://www.thayerstreetdistrict.com/thayer-street-parklet.html 
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Texas 
 



 63 

 
Dallas 

 
Dallas’s only current parklet is both temporal and permanent. It was designed as a 
set of components so that the parklet can be deployed on any street. It was 
originally designed for PARK(ing) Day in 2012, but has now continued to appear 
throughout downtown Dallas in front of different storefronts and for different 
occasions.56 

 
 
 

 
  

                                                
56 http://www.bcworkshop.org/posts/the-parklet 



 64 

Houston 
 

Houston’s first parklet was completed on July 10th 2014 at 321 W. Ninth Street in 
the Historic Heights District in a 125-square-foot parking spot. It is in front of New 
Living, a mattress store.57 58 
 
 

 
  

                                                
57 http://www.houstongovnewsroom.org/go/doc/2155/2201782/Mayor-Parker-to-Celebrate-Completion-of-
Houston-s-First-Parklet- 
58 http://www.houstontomorrow.org/livability/story/houstons-first-official-parklet-installed-in-front-of-heights-
new-living/ 



 65 

 
  

Vermont 



 66 

Montpelier 
 

On State Street in the summer 2014, a parklet was made on the Bialto Bridge. It 
uses 2 parking spaces and is made of wood to compose ample seating, an open 
view out across the bridge, overhead arches and planters.It was designed and 
constructed by architect students at the Vermont Technical College. The parklet 
was also funded through grant money and donations from the community.59 
 

  
 
 
Another 6 parking spaces in downtown Montpelier (along Main and State Streets) 
have been approved by city council to be completed by 2016. 

 
 

  

                                                
59 http://digital.vpr.net/post/public-post-weekly-roundup-38 
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Virginia 
 



 68 

Norfolk 
 
In 2014 1 parking space at 200 Granby 
Street was turned into a parklet.  The 
parklet has a distinct look of painted wood 
for flooring, seating, tables and fencing. 
The planters are located on the street side. 
This parklet was funded and assembled by 
volunteers in the community.60 

 
 
 

 
Another 3 parklets are located at 216 
East Plume Street, 207 Granby Street, 
and 765 Granby Street. These 3 
separate parking spaces only take up 1 
parking space per parklet. They were 
temporary parklets only installed 
September 2014 to November 2014. All 
made of easily removable materials. 
These spots are going to be the 
locations for parklets in the near future. 
WPA and the community are designing 
parklets now and raising funding to 
complete the project.61 

 
 
 
 
  

                                                
60 http://hamptonroads.com/2014/10/what-parklet-think-urban-think-green-space 
61 http://hamptonroads.com/2013/09/temporary-parks-pop-place-parking-norfolk 
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Tyson’s Corner 

 
This is a soon-to-be super parklet. Tyson’s Corner (Greensboro Station) will convert 
a 10,000 square-ft parking lot into a 3.2 million square-ft project. It is planned to 
be completed in 2016 and will include plazas, walking trails and ball fields among 
other community attraction. The current model featured below was completed in 
spring 2014. It uses concrete, wood and metal to make a temporary publicly 
accessible space.62 
 

 
 
 
  

                                                
62http://www.washingtonpost.com/local/trafficandcommuting/boosters-say-pop-up-parklet-is-a-sign-of-good-
things-to-come-in-tysons/2014/12/20/e8b969ba-7bf5-11e4-b821-503cc7efed9e_story.html 
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  Washington 



 71 

Bellevue 

Its first parklet was built in August of 2012 next to La Fiamma Pizza on Railroad 
Ave. Installation was possible with the partnership to “Sustainable Connections and 
local businesses”. The parklet is a mobile parklet and has actually moved locations 
with other local businesses from time to time through an application process. There 
was no cost to the city as all the materials and labor were donated by Sustainable 
Connections. 63 

 

  

                                                
63 Photo: courtesy of Sustainable Connections  



 72 

Olympia 

The state capitol of Washington now offer grants to match up to $3500 to create 
new parklets in downtown for the community. The grant money is provided by 
Parking and Business Improvement Area (PBIA) with intentions to offset the initial 
costs to create a parklet. PBIA and the city hope to encourage closer partnerships 
between business owners and a closer community as well. The first two parklets to 
be created in the capital is Darby’s Cafe and Jakes in 2012. 

Darby’s Cafe: The restaurant is on 211 5th Ave SE, Olympia, WA in front of the 
restaurant and the size of two parking stalls. Some of the materials used to build 
the parklet are old cobble stone brick from older roads in Olympia, old benches 
from a church, and recycled sailboat sails to be used for the canopy, as well as 
keeping the maritime theme of the capital. It is also a temporary structure that 
may easily be removed when desired. 

 

 

Olympia Coffee Roasting Company: 
The parklet is in front of a local 
coffee company on Cherry Street 
near city hall in Olympia. This parklet 
is one of the parklets that have 
received $3500 grant from the city in 
order to help build its project, which 
costed $17,000 for this particular 
one64.  

  

                                                
64 Photo courtesy by the Olympian  
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Seattle  

The Seattle Department of Transportation has successfully, for the past year and 
half, have turned their own version of the pilot Parklet Program into a permanent 
program. The city of Seattle has officially named these parklets as “Streateries,” 
street eateries, a combination of both a parklet and a sidewalk cafe to 
accommodate more room for restaurant and bar owners. Outdoor seating for 
restaurant customers during business hours and also open to the public, just as a 
parklet, during non-business hours. Currently there are five open public parklets 
spaces in the Seattle area and about 11 more that are in the process, whether it is 
being proposed or is already approved by the city. The future of parklets/streateries 
like bright for the Emerald City. 

Capitol Hill: Montana Bar at 1506 E Olive Way, opened in September of 2013. It 
features a standing-height fenced ledge and planter boxes. There are two 
entrances: one with steps and the other a ramp. In addition there is a bike rack 
built adjacent to the parklet for convenience as well65.  

 
  

                                                
65 Photo courtesy by Eric Mandel 
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Central District: Corona Café 
at 2425 E Union Street, 
opened in September 2014 
and features benches, planter 
boxes, a children’s play area, 
and space for the community 
to gather, rest and build 
within the neighborhood.  
66 
  

                                                
66 Photo courtesy by Seattle DOT 
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Downtown (Seattle): Urban 
Visions at the Chromer 
Building 1516 2nd Ave, 
opened in early December 
and offers a comfortable 
space with seating, art, 
lighting, plants, and an area 
for programs and art 
events/elements in the core 
of downtown near Pikes 
Place Market.   
67  

                                                
67 Photographer: Nylson Ho 
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International District - 
Chinatown: Oasis Tea Zone at 
519 6th Ave South, in 
Chinatown and International 
District is sponsored by the 
Business Improvement Area 
along with the partnership of 
Oasis Tea Zone. It features 
outdoor seating, tables, and 
planter boxes. Photo courtesy 
of Seattle DOT  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Queen Anne: Uptown Alliance at SIFF Cinema at 511 Queen Anne Ave North, 
located in the heart of the Uptown neighborhood to provide all of the public with an 
open space that includes seating, planters, bike racks, and artwork. The railing is 
designed as a film reel that demonstrates the culture and identity of the community 
for local residents and visitors to see. 68 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                                                
68  



 77 

 

Wallingford: Molly Moon’s Homemade Ice 
Cream at 1622 N 45th Street, opened in 
September 2014 and space for ice cream 
customers, dogs, and friends to relax in a 
grassy slope area to enjoy and socialize. It 
also includes creative public space features 
with swing seating, edible plants, and bike 
parking.  
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Wisconsin 



 79 

Milwaukee 
 

There are two main parklets in the city. The first is located in front of Davino Wine 
& Dine and Two Bucks at 2315-2321 N. Murray Ave. It was converted from a 
loading zone and 2 parking spaces. It was officially opened on August 23, 2013 and 
exhibits an extended wooden patio with metal patio seating.69 

 
 
The second parklet was completed May 2014. It is located In front of Club Charlie’s 
on 320 E. Menomonee Street in the 3rd Ward. This parklet takes the place of a 
loading zone. 
 
  

                                                
69http://urbanmilwaukee.com/2013/08/19/eyes-on-milwaukee-milwaukees-first-parklet/ 
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Australia 



 81 

Adelaide  

Bank Street Parklet is in Adelaide is placed in a very busy and high-dense area 
where foot traffic can reach around 12,000 people per day. It has a robust design a 
that offers large areas for seating and dining outside of the Thai restaurant adjacent 
to the structure. The design is one of the more upscale compared to many others 
that focus on recyclable material and a more strict budget.70  

 

 

 

 

 

  

                                                
70 Photos courtesy of World Landscape Architect 
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Brazil 



 83 

Sao Paulo  

the first parklet to come to Brazil was first created in 2014 in Sao Paulo. There is a 
bench planter and sleek metal benches painted red, and bike stalls for parking.71  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Canada 

  

                                                
71 Photo courtesy of Mobilidade Sustentavel 
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Canada 



 85 

Montreal, Quebec  

Located next to Lafontaine Park and built on July 21, 2014. The features of the 
parklets contain wooden bench seating and an area for landscape72.  

 

 

  

                                                
72 Photo courtesy of Global Site Plans  
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Vancouver, B.C.  

Commercial Drive Parklet: located at 1938 Commercial Drive and was built in 2014. 
It features wood and steel tables and benches73.  

French Quarter: built in 2014 on East 21st at Main Street featuring angular benches 
and multi-level planter pots. It is strategically placed in an area near shopping 
centers and high foot traffic to lure more use of the parklet.  

 

 

 

 

                                                
73 Photo courtesy of Vancouver City: Streets and Transportation 
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Hot Tub Parklet: located on East 44th at Fraser Street was built-in 2012. It has 
three circular seating areas surrounded by tall grasses, designed similar to old-
fashioned wooden hot tubs.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parallel Parklet: the very first and original parklet in Vancouver and was built-in 
2011 at East 14th Ave at Main Street. The parklet features high backrests, wooden-
cubed tables, and seating made of cedar wood. Since it was first built it has turned 
into a very popular spot74.  

 

 

  

                                                
74  
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Urban Pasture75: located at 1938 Commercial Drive and was built-in 2014. It 
features wood and steel tables and benches.  

  

                                                
75

 Photo courtesy of Vancouver City: Streets and Transportation 
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Chile 
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Valdivia  

Activa-Valdivia Parklet this parklet was recently built-in December, 2014 and is the 
first parklet built-in Chile76.  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                
76 Photo courtesy of Gestao Urbana SP 

 



 91 

 France 

France 



 92 

Paris  

DUNE is a demonstrative parklet designed and created by a street furniture 
company, DUNE. The design of the parklet consists of a wooden ramp like structure 
with bench seating and tables protruding out of the structure77.  

 

 

 

  

                                                
77 Photo courtesy of Architizer 
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Ireland 



 94 

 

Dublin  

The Sheep Pen Park is Ireland’s very first parklet was created on Park(ing) Day, 
September 2012. Recycled kegs and wooden planks make benches and there is 
also an area for flora78. 

 

 

                                                
78 Photo courtesy of Dublin Parking Day 

 



 95 

  

 

New Zealand 
 



 96 

Auckland  

The Tasting Room Bar and owner Danny McGrath created parklet on turf grass to 
create more room for outside seating for his bar. It has added 50 additional seating 
to the bar and was the first installed in New Zealand. McGrath pays $3900 a year to 
the council just to occupy the area for his bar. The parklet has turfgrass and bench 
picnic tables with umbrella for shading79.  

 

 

  

                                                
79 Photo courtesy by the Dominion Post NZ 
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Peru 



 98 

Lima 

This was constructed with recycled materials to be conscious of the environment. 
Majority of the recycled materials are of reused wooden pallets that act as both 
bench seating and planters80.  

81 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  

                                                
80 Photos: COP Outside: Cop20 
81 http://www.thayerstreetdistrict.com/thayer-street-parklet.html 
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